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Message from the CEO:

Dear Members,

We have done well in Year 2015 both quantitatively and qualitatively as we strongly

moved onward to a new chapter in our history with our office premises being

relocated to Paya Lebar Square.

FINANCIAL RESULTS

1. Revenue

The year 2015 was an excellent year for COMPASS both in terms of revenue and

administration costs. We achieved total revenue of more than $23 million, an all-time

high again for the company and a 5% increase from the previous fiscal year. We have

recorded 23 years of consecutive growth since 1993. Such corporate performance is

rare despite going through a few major economic crises during the period. Overall it

was an out-of-expectation performance in the context of a slowing-down economy

which grew by 2.1%.

Incomes accrued from the local market increased by about 5%. Overseas revenue

continued to grow albeit at a slower pace of about 2% - a continuing sign that

members are doing well regionally.

Renewals of existing outlets showed some recovery with 7% growth but still fall short

of the budget as existing businesses continue to be affected by the current economic

conditions.

New Business, likewise, increased slightly but did well enough to reach about $640,000

worth of annual fees compared with over $800,000 done in the past years.

Once-off permits, contrary to expectations, performed very well recording an

unprecedented increase of 31% over last year’s. Most of the popular concerts did well

suggesting a growing and sustaining interest in “live” music performances. The

significant increase was also attributed to the many SG50 events funded by the

Government.
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Singapore Airlines revenue recorded close to 20% under a new settlement and licence

agreement.

New Media registered an increase of 14.4% in revenue although the amount achieved is

way below market potential. The increase is encouraging despite not representing the

repertoire of the major publishers.

Broadcast and cable TV recorded a decrease of 12% over previous year which for the first

time did not include any backdated payments.

Mechanical royalties went against trend and registered a 145% increase.

Investment income increased slightly over the previous fiscal year with returns coming

from bonds and fixed deposits.

2. Expenditure

The total expenditure for the year 2015 was about $3.3million about 5% less than the

amount allocated in the budget. There was investment in IT infrastructure, increased

manpower to ensure a more efficient and timely distribution process especially in digital

services, and the relocation of the office premises to Paya Lebar Square. Despite all these

expenditures the expense to collection ratio increased only slightly from 13.6% to this

year’s 14.4%.

3. Net Distributable Income

With the foregoing performance, the Society’s net distributable income for the year is

about 4% more than previous year's.

4. Licensing Activities

We continued to have dialogues on industry issues with various government bodies

including Ministry of Law, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore, and National Arts

Council.

Last year we reported that negotiation with StarHub on outstanding licence fees was

extremely difficult. There was a possibility of referring the Cable TV tariff to the Copyright

Tribunal for arbitration in 2015. But all ended well with StarHub finally agreeing to pay

the stipulated rate.

Licensing of digital services continue to face huge problems especially regarding the

royalty split between mechanical and communication rights for various online services.
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5. Membership

New members are continually admitted. The membership strength as at 31st

December 2015 is 2064 members (2014: 1893). This represents an increase of 171

members during the year.

The breakdown of members are as follow:-

6. Member and Public Relations Activities

A) COMPASS Awards

The 20th COMPASS Awards was held successfully on 27 September 2015 and was

reported in half-page prints of The Straits Times and Berita Harian and quarter-page

prints of ZaoBao Now and Wanbao, as well as a digital report in The Straits Times

Interactive. The event was held at Resorts World Sentosa for the second time. Guests

continued with seat selection via COMPASS / Facebook. Registration, as with previous

year, was smooth with no major hiccups. The Guest of Honour was Dr. Tony Tan Keng

Yam (President of the Republic of Singapore). Response was positive for this year’s

performance line-up as well as the door gift (foldable gym bag).

B) Going Local @ Bugis+ and Bugis Junction

(Collaboration with People’s Association: Kampong Glam)

COMPASS held monthly performance sessions on the last Friday and Saturday of each

month Bugis+ and Bugis Junction as a collaborative effort to promote local songs to

the general public. Response has been mediocre mainly because venue allotted by the

shopping mall has been inconsistent and reliant on any other brand promotions

happening at the same time. However, on the occasions where venue isn’t shared,

response has been encouraging with locals clapping after each familiar tune is

performed. Many passers-by are also reading the banner to find out more information

about the event.

Writer Publisher

Associate 1556 50

Full 528 30

Total 1984 80
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C) Schoolyard Assembly Series in Secondary Schools

Singular workshops were held in eleven secondary schools; Cedar Girls, Victoria School,

Crescent Girls’ School, Broadrick Secondary, Shuqun Secondary, Westwood Secondary,

Tanjong Katong, St. Andrew’s Secondary, Hwa Chong Institution, Regent Secondary and

Swiss Cottage Secondary School. The main purpose of the workshop was to plant the

seed of songwriting into young minds, in a fun and engaging way. Response was largely

encouraging from tabulation of the feedback forms received. This has also given rise to

considerations for the workshops to be targeted at different levels of audience; music

and non-musically trained students. Students were enthusiastic and engaged with our

different quiz games and accompanying mini prizes (COMPASS door gifts).

D) Yellow Ribbon Project Songwriting Competition 2015

The annual Yellow Ribbon Project Song writing Competition 2015 led by COMPASS was

held in Singapore Prison Service (Changi) from March to June. This year saw an increase

in participation as word has spread from our past years’ programme and many budding

songwriters signed for the course in order to write a song for their loved ones and also

to be selected for the album produced by COMPASS. In order to join the competition,

participants have to give up their vocational jobs in prison and thereby potential

earnings which they can use to buy snacks or send home to their families hence the

value of our program in Singapore Prison is evident. The finale consisting of a

performance of 10 songs was held on 16 June 2015 with Madam Halimah Yacob as the

guest of honour, along with SCORE Chairman, SCORE CEO, Singapore Changi Service-

Director of Prison and COMPASS CEO and participants’ family members. We have

engaged COMPASS members such as Amir Masoh, Daphne Khoo, Don Richmond and

Jack Ho (Jack and Rai) to mentor/judge the competition. Eight songs were selected to

be compiled into an album which was largely produced by Nic Lee (formerly from 迷路
兵) with 2 songs produced by Amir Masoh. Local artistes such as Scarlet Avenue, Jack

and Rai and Daphne Khoo along with two other COMPASS members showed their

support by singing the participants’ songs in the album. The album will be sold at S$15

each and all proceeds will be donated to the Yellow Ribbon Fund. Yellow Ribbon Project

is appreciative of the program and discussions are underway for 2016’s activity.
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E) Others

Sponsorships

In Year 2015, also the nation’s jubilee year, COMPASS has supported numerous

meaningful music events and projects, taking care to ensure that sponsorships were

spread amongst different applicants so as to aid in more local efforts. As it is a

celebratory year for the nation, there were more local projects conceived by locals and

as such, COMPASS played an active role in trying to support such endeavours.

Total sponsorship for the year amounted to S$349,704.70 compared with S$250,000.00

in 2014.

7. ISO 9000 Certification

Our ISO certification was renewed following audit on 20th March 2015. COMPASS

remained the only collective society in Asia to achieve ISO 9000.

Conclusion

Singapore’s economy has remained lacklustre and the trend is expected to continue in

2016. COMPASS has weathered the difficulties relatively well so far with strong financial

results. Public image of COMPASS remains good with corporate governance in place

incorporating proper checks and balances. We are into uncharted territories over the

next few years and therefore difficult to project what lies ahead. However COMPASS is

fully prepared with enough resources to weather any possible challenges.
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Composition of Standing Committees 2015
The standing Committees are formed to help guide and propose recommendations to the Council on 

areas under their respective charge.

Management Committee

管理委员会
Public & Member Relations

Committee

会员与公共关系委员会

Licensing & Distribution 

Committee

税收与分派制度委员会

Terms of Reference

1. To oversee the appointment 

of senior management and 

their remuneration 

packages.

2. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by CEO on major staff 

matters like annual wage 

increment, performance 

bonus, welfare benefits.

3. To review and endorse 

recommendations proposed 

by the CEO on annual 

budget and major 

expenditures.

Chairman  Chang Kwai Ming

Members  Jeremy Monteiro

Yusnor Ef

Melvin Ferdinands

Sharon Chua

(Sony Music)

1. To help enhance the public 

image of COMPASS through 

directing various activities, 

such as, song-writing 

competitions, public musical 

events, newsletters, event 

sponsorships.

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

applications for music and 

event sponsorships.

3. To review and recommend 

membership applications.

4. To review and make 

recommendations on 

matters related to Members’ 

welfare benefits.

Chairman   Melvin Ferdinands

Members  Chang Kwai Ming

Liang Wern Fook

Yusnor Ef

Jeremy Ian Monteiro

Eddino Abdul Hadi

1. To review and make 

recommendations on 

proposed changes to the 

distribution rules.

2. To review and make 

recommendations on 

major licensing matters 

referred by the CEO & 

Director.

3. To review and propose 

follow-up actions on 

complaints and disputes 

involving Members and 

Licensees that could not 

be resolved at 

management level.

Chairman  Jeremy Monteiro

Members  Chang Kwai Ming

Melvin             

Ferdinands

Andrew Wong

(Forward Music)

Sharon Chua

(Sony Music)

Ang Jun Yang

(Touch Music)
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Resorts World Convention Centre, West Central Ballroom 

(Basement 2) 

27 September 2015, 7.00pm 

2015年9月27日

Guest-of-Honour: President Tony Tan Keng Yam

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
THE YEAR 

20TH COMPASS AWARDS PRESENTATIONS



AWARDS RECIPIENTS

TOP LOCAL ENGLISH POP SONG

最佳本地英语流行歌曲 / Lagu Pop Inggeris Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: THE LIFE

Composer & Author: TRICK (Marc Lian and Richard Jansen)

TOP LOCAL CHINESE POP SONG

最佳本地中文流行歌曲 / Lagu Pop China Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: 过火
Lyricist: Tan Kah Beng (陈佳明)

TOP LOCAL MALAY POP SONG

最佳本地马来语流行歌曲 / Lagu Pop Melayu Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: MAHA BISA RAHSIA (by Audionauts)

Composers & Authors: Mohamed Rizal Bin, Mohamed Noor, 

Mazronizam B Ayub

TOP LOCAL SOUNDTRACK

最佳本地配乐 /  Soundtrack tempatan terbaik

Song Title: 十万毫升泪水
Composer: Tanya Chua (蔡健雅)

Lyricist: Xiaohan (小寒)
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TOP LOCAL SERIOUS MUSIC

最佳本地严肃音乐 / Muzik Serius Tempatan Terbaik

Song Title: CHINESE PAST

Composer: Phoon Yew Tien

COMPASS YOUNG SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR

最佳本地青年歌曲创作人 / Penggubah Muda Terbaik

Recipient: Don M

(Syed Muhammad Bin Fayk Alaydrus)

TOP LOCAL PUBLISHER OF THE YEAR

最佳本地音乐出版商 / Penerbit Tempatan Terbaik

Recipient: Touch Music Publishing

Recipient on Behalf: Hong Jun Yang (洪俊扬)

(Artiste / Touch Director)

TOP PUBLISHER (OVERALL) OF THE YEAR

最佳音乐出版商 / Penerbit Keseluruhan Terbaik

Recipient: Universal Music Publishing Ltd

Recipient on Behalf: Amir Masoh (Writer)
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TOP LOCAL ARTISTE OF THE YEAR

最佳本地歌手 / Artis Tempatan Terbaik

TOP LOCAL SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR

最佳本地歌曲创作人 / Penggubah Tempatan Terbaik

Recipient: JJ Lin (林俊杰)

WINGS OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

海外成就奖 / Anugerah Sayap Kecemerlangan

Recipient: Darrell Ang

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE AWARD

卓越才艺奖 / Anugerah Artistik Cemerlang

Recipients: 

Khor Ai Ming

(Classical Soprano / 

Vocal Lecturer)

Rani Singam 

(Artiste)

Jatt Ali 

(Artiste) 
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MERITORIOUS AWARD

卓越贡献奖 / Anugerah Meritorious

Recipient: 

Sydney Tan (left)

(Musical Director / Soundtrack Composer)

Siow Lee Chin (right)

(Violinist / Lecturer)

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

终生成就奖

Recipient: Mr Iskandar Ismail 

(Posthumous)

COMPASS STAFF
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SCHOOLYARD ASSEMBLY SERIES 

Various Secondary Schools

GOING LOCAL @ BUGIS

Bugis Junction/Bugis+
Every Last Friday & Saturday of the Month, 

6.30pm – 8.30pm 

15



YELLOW RIBBON SONGWRITING COMPETITION 2015

12th March – 16th June 2015

'My Imperfections' Album 2015 is available for sale at COMPASS Office:
(Please note that ALL funds will be donated to the Yellow Ribbon Fund)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x28inumy8PU&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x28inumy8PU&feature=youtu.be
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2015 SPONSORSHIPS
NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

1 NUS CAC Voices Emerge 2015 300.00

2 Choral Association Singapore Songs of Joy 2014 'We Are Pioneers' 3,000.00

3 Fid Saihen(The Full Pledge Munkees) Hoppin n Steppin 2015 (Kawasaki) 8,956.20

4 Ngee Ann Polytechnic Book Prize 2015 (Mass Comm) 200.00

5 Singapore Polytechnic COMPASS Silver Medal (DMAT) 500.00

6 Famie Suliman (The Pinholes) Canadian Music Week Festival 2015 5,000.00

7 Mediacorp (Suria / Warna / Ria) Viva Muzik SG50 40,000.00

8 Perkamus Perkamus Activities 2015 50,000.00

9 Orbis Festival Productions Singjazz 27,781.08

10 Association of Composers (SG) Songs For The Young 2 Concert 3,000.00

11 NUS CAC Impresario 2015 2,500.00

12 NTU Chinese Society 21st Music Express 2,000.00

13 Jeremy Monteiro 

City of London Festival 

& Berlin Show 15,000.00

14 Ciao Turtle (Jared Chan) Sound Recording Production Grant 5,000.00

15 Singapore Press Holdings (zbNow) National Singing Competition 1,300.00

16 Mediacorp Singapore Asia Broadcasting Union (ABU) 5,000.00
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NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

17 Tay Chee Wei 48th WorldFest - Houston (Remi Award) 3,412.25

18 Konzert Pte Ltd

Sg Choral Festival - Songs For 

Singapore 5,000.00

19 Belcanto Philharmonic Society Wu Yongfei and Friends Concert 2,000.00

20 New Horizon Music Society Sing to Singapore with Love 2,000.00

21 Nuriman - Iman's League Indonesian Tour 2,000.00

22 Low Shao Ying Sound Recording Production Grant 5,000.00

23 Kids' Philharmonic Mo Ran Hui Shou 2,000.00

24 Sin Kwok Toong Sound Recording Production Grant 2,000.00

25 Association of Composers (Singapore) 15th Annual Song Publication 2,000.00

26 Association of Composers (Singapore) A Tribute to Singapore 2,000.00

27 Didi Cazli Damalee Communications Rising Star Project 1,450.00

28 Mel Ferdinands (The Event Directorate) Mel & Jo Indonesia Tour 10,000.00

29 The Rice Company Pte Ltd Sing50 Concert 11,715.97

30 Chiew Keng Hoon Zhi Yin Bu Bi Xiang Shi 知音不必相识 2,000.00

31 NUS 18th Xing Qing Rong Ji (18th XQRJ) 3,000.00

32 Lee Ngoh Wah Lee's Music Concert Gratitude 感恩 1,000.00

33 Mediacorp Pte Ltd - Suria Warna Ria Anugerah Planet Muzik APM 2015 40,000.00
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NO. APPLICANT PROJECT / EVENT AMOUNT

34 Mark Chan Album Sponsorship - RETURN 30,000.00

35 Charles J Tan

The Quartermasters - Launch 

Performance 5,000.00

36 Kee Khan Yang

Sound Recording Production Grant -

Bugis Street & Other Short Stories
5,000.00
*Yet to dispense

37 Jared Chan & Dennis Ng (Ciao Turtle) Neon Collective - 4 sessions 2,000.00

38 Song Lovers Choral Society Song Lovers 2015 乐友合唱团2015 2,000.00

39 Echo Philharmonic Society Concert 我的国。我的家 2,000.00

40 TCR Music Pte Ltd Tomorrow 33 明天33新遥演唱会 5,000.00

41 SPH

Liriik Baiik Malay Song Writing 

Competition 2015 2,000.00

42 Pek Jin Shen Shigga Shay Red & Blue MV 2,000.00

43 Autumn In October The Meter Field Music Studio 2,000.00

44 Crescendo Concert Ocean Butterflies 5,000.00

45 Medan Friendship Chorus Concert Metro Philharmonic Society 2,000.00

46 Korean Tour Iman's League 2,000.00

47 Mobile Music Making M3 Republic Polytechnic 1,000.00

48 Harmony Makes One Association of Composers 2,000.00
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